166. MODEM CIVILISATION

The Black Hole1 of Calcutta is considered unique, in history. But
there occurred recently at Stanger2 a tragedy which has outdone- the
earlier one of Calcutta. Last week 200 prisoners were kept in the Local
Government Jail which has room for fifty only. The result was that the
whole jail was stinking abominably and it was difficult to enter it. The
prisoners were suffocating and most uncomfortable. Is this civilization?
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167. ATTACK OJV YELLOW SKIN

A white colonist of New Zealand abhorred the Chinese so much that
he shot one dead in broad daylight, and reported himself at the police
station. He was arrested and prosecuted. The jury took him for a mad
man and recommended that he should not be sentenced to death. But
the man shouted protesting that he had not committed the murder in a
fit of insanity. He believed the Chinese caused the white population
much harm. He had therefore committed the murder to give the Chinese
a warning. He was ready to hang for it,
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168. IMMIGRATION ACT OF NATAL

Mr. Harry Smith writes to say that our complaint regarding the
hardships the passengers aboard s.s. Somali had to undergo is quite true.
But instead of admitting his own fault, he holds the shipping company
responsible for them and adds that some passengers undergo hardships
which are of their own making. We have already given in our English
columns3 last week a detailed reply to all this. Mr. Smith cannot dis-
claim responsibility for sufferings arising from the application of the Im-
migration Act. It is the duty of Mr. Smith to see that no hardship is

1 An enclosed place, about 20 feet square, where, in 1756, by an order of Nawab Siraj-
ud-daula, 146 persons were reportedly kept for a night, of whom 123 died. This "incident",
is now considered to have been the fabrication of some official of the East India Company,
2 A town 45 miles to the north-east of Durban
3 Vide "Mr. Harry Smith and Indians", p. 141-2.